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PLACEMENT GUIDE FOR JAPANESE COURSES 
Students with prior Japanese study, AP/IB credit, transfer credit, heritage-language experience, 
native-speaker background, study-abroad experience, or significant informal experience with 
Japanese should use the placement guide, conversations with the department’s academic advisor 
(Caitlin Cook, ccook18@vt.edu), and placement assessments with the program director as 
needed.  

I. STANDARD JAPANESE LANGUAGE SEQUENCE 

Because Japanese language courses must be taken in sequential order, you should begin with the 
course that best matches both your prior coursework and actual proficiency. 

The standard sequence is: 

JPN 1105 → JPN 1106 → JPN 2105 → JPN 2106 → JPN 3105 → JPN 3106 

You should not skip levels unless prior coursework, transfer credit, AP/IB credit, or 
demonstrated proficiency clearly supports doing so. 

II. STUDENTS WITH NO AP OR IB JAPANESE CREDIT ON RECORD AT VIRGINIA 
TECH 

Use the chart below as a general guideline if you have recently completed Japanese coursework 
in high school. You should also consider your actual performance in previous classes, how 
recently you studied Japanese, and whether you have continued to use Japanese outside the 
classroom. You may consider starting one level lower than the chart suggests if more than one 
year has passed since your last course or found the coursework significantly challenging. 

Japanese classes taken in high school      Recommended VT placement 
0-1 year      JPN 1105 
2-3 years      JPN 1106 
3-4 years      JPN 2105 
4-5 years      JPN 2106 or JPN 3105 
5 or more years      JPN 3106 or contact Japanese advisor 

III. COURSE-BY-COURSE PLACEMENT GUIDANCE 

JPN 1105: Beginning Japanese I 
For students with no prior Japanese study, very limited exposure to Japanese, or only informal 
self-study that does not include sustained work in speaking, listening, reading, writing, hiragana, 
katakana, and basic grammar.  
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Students who have taken less than one full year of Japanese, or who studied Japanese more than 
a year ago and have not maintained it, should usually begin with JPN 1105. 

JPN 1106: Beginning Japanese II 
Students entering JPN 1106 should already have a foundation in elementary Japanese. They 
should be able to read and write hiragana and katakana, introduce themselves, ask and answer 
simple questions, and communicate about familiar topics using basic sentence patterns. 

Students who cannot read hiragana and katakana with reasonable fluency should usually begin in 
JPN 1105. 

JPN 2105: Intermediate Japanese I 
Students entering JPN 2105 should be able to communicate about familiar topics in spoken and 
written Japanese, use basic verb and adjective forms, read short passages using kana and 
introductory kanji, and write short, connected sentences. They may still make frequent errors, but 
they should have a working foundation in beginning-level Japanese. 

JPN 2106: Intermediate Japanese II 
Students entering JPN 2106 should be comfortable with the core structures of first-semester 
intermediate Japanese. They should be able to sustain basic conversations, read and write short 
passages, use a growing range of kanji, and handle familiar topics with increasing accuracy. If a 
student has four to five years of recent Japanese study but has uneven proficiency in reading, 
writing, kanji, or grammar, JPN 2106 may be a better placement than JPN 3105. 

JPN 3105: Advanced Japanese I 
Students entering JPN 3105 should be able to communicate in Japanese across a range of 
familiar topics, read longer passages with kanji, write connected paragraphs, and use 
intermediate grammar with reasonable control. They may still need support with accuracy, 
nuance, fluency, and more advanced structures, but they should not need review of the beginning 
sequence. 

JPN 3106: Advanced Japanese II 
Students entering JPN 3106 should be able to participate in sustained spoken and written 
communication, read more complex Japanese texts with appropriate support, use a broad range 
of kanji and grammatical structures, and handle both familiar and newly introduced topics. 
Students with five or more years of recent Japanese study, substantial time in Japan, or advanced 
heritage-language experience may be candidates for JPN 3106, but should contact the academic 
advisor if placement is uncertain. 

IV. STUDENTS WITH AP JAPANESE CREDIT 

Use the chart below as a general guideline if you earned credit from the AP exam. 

AP Japanese score      Credit available      Recommended placement 
3      3 credits of 2xxx      JPN 2106 
4      3 credits of 3xxx      JPN 3105 or JPN 3106 
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AP Japanese score      Credit available      Recommended placement 
5      6 credits of 3xxx      Contact Japanese advisor 

All AP scores are received by Virginia Tech as elective credits. If you want AP credit converted 
to a specific JPN course number to count toward the minor, consult the academic advisor. 

V. STUDENTS WITH IB JAPANESE CREDIT 

Students with IB Japanese credit should consult the Virginia Tech Transfer Credit information 
for IB credit and consult the academic advisor. Because IB preparation can vary significantly, 
placement may be based on IB score, VT credit awarded, and course placement guidance.  

VI. TRANSFER STUDENTS 

Students with Japanese transfer credit from another college or university should normally enroll 
in the next sequential course after the one for which they have received transfer credit. See 
section I.  

If you feel unprepared for the next sequential course, you may retake the course for which 
transfer credit was awarded. Retaking a course for which transfer credit has already been 
awarded may result in duplication and loss of that transfer credit. 

VII. NATIVE, HERITAGE, AND COMMUNITY-LANGUAGE SPEAKERS 

Native speakers, heritage speakers, and students who have used Japanese regularly at home or in 
a Japanese-speaking environment should not automatically take beginning or intermediate 
Japanese. A placement assessment with the Japanese program director may be recommended if 
you have uneven proficiency across speaking, listening, reading, writing, kanji, and formal 
grammar. Possible placements may include JPN 3105, JPN 3106, or another appropriate JPN 
course, depending on your background and goals. 

VIII. STUDENTS WITH INFORMAL OR SELF-STUDY BACKGROUND 

Students who have studied Japanese independently through apps, tutoring, online courses, 
anime/manga, travel, martial arts, family exposure, or other informal contexts should be placed 
according to demonstrated ability rather than self-reported time spent studying. As a general rule: 

• Students who cannot read and write hiragana and katakana comfortably should begin 
with JPN 1105. 

• Students who know kana and some basic grammar but have limited classroom experience 
should usually begin with JPN 1105 or JPN 1106. 

• Students with substantial self-study, tutoring, or immersion experience should contact the 
academic advisor if they believe placement above JPN 1106 is appropriate. 

https://www.registrar.vt.edu/Transferable-Credit.html
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